SAUL IS BEING PREPARED
APPEARANCES OF THE CHRIST

John 20:1-18






Sunday, April 9, 30 AD










6 am

In the morning, on the first day of the week, the risen Christ appeared to Mary, Peter and John.  










3 pm
Then, in the early afternoon, he appeared to two disciples on the road to Emmaus.










8 pm
That evening he appeared to all the disciples that were gathered in Jerusalem.









Sunday, April 16, 30
Then, in the evening, one week later, the Christ appeared again to the disciples and revealed himself to Thomas.









Sunday, May 6, 30

Three weeks later the risen Christ appeared to some disciples that had gone up to the Sea of Galilee and had begun to fish again.









Wednesday, May 17, 30

Forty days after the resurrection, the risen Christ led the disciples up the Mount of Olives and there he departed from them in the clouds, telling them to wait for the promised “Spirit”.

PENTECOST
Acts 2:1-47







May 27, 30

On Saturday, 50 days after Passover, Jews gathered in Jerusalem again.  The followers of Jesus were all gathered together in one place.  A sound like rushing wind filled the house.  What seemed to be “tongues of fire” appeared on the heads of the disciples, and they spoke in the languages of the nations.

Peter spoke to the Jewish crowd and 3000 believed and were baptized.
TYPES OF JEWS:
1.   HEBREW JEWS:

Descended from Abraham, follow the Mosaic Law, worship at the Temple, and speak Hebrew.

Pharisee, Sadducee, Scribe, Essene, Zealot, etc.
MESSIANIC JEWS:
Hebrew Jews that believe Jesus is the Messiah.

Twelve Apostles and brother of Jesus : Peter and James

Live in Canaan with Jerusalem as home.

2.   HELLENISTIC JEWS:
Descended from Abraham, follow the Mosaic Law but speak Greek and have been affected by Greek culture.

Follow the Jerusalem temple cult: Saul

MESSIANIC HELLENIST:
Hellenistic Jews that believe that Jesus is the Christ

Led by the seven deacons: Stephen
Scattered around the Mediterranean world

THE ROMAN WORLD:

The Roman world stretched from Britannia (Great Britain) to Persia (Iran), and from the land of the Goths (Germany) to Egypt.

Saul was born in TARSUS of CILICIA
TARSUS

Capital of Cilicia. Roman province of Asia

Population around 500,000

Located on the west bank of the Cydnus river
East of the Taurus river

Ships could sail or be rowed up the river to the city

Wealthy center of trade for north/east Mediterranean Sea
Fertile plain produced flax for linen, goats for goat hair tents

Old city.  Occupied since 4000 bc.  Walled since 3000 bc.

Jews were a significant presence since around 171 bc

Hellenistic Jews
Anthony and Cleopatra met here in 41 bc
Famous university (along with Athens and Alexandria)

SAUL
“Asked of YHWH”

Born around 10 AD

Born as a “freeborn” “Roman-at-law” citizen

Taught to read and speak Greek
Called Paul among Gentiles

Family lived comfortably

Born as a Pharisee of the tribe of Benjamin
(Tribe of King Saul)

Circumcised and named Saul
Spoke Aramaic at home
Raised a strict Jew.  Strict adherence to the Torah.
By age 5 was learning to read the Testament, and speak Hebrew

Taught a trade as a tent maker

Around age 13 sent to Jerusalem to learn under the Pharisee Gamaliel

Liberal school of Hillel

More recognition of women rights

More movement allowed on Sabbath
Sabbath law should be less strict and more practical

Yet strict adherence to the Law

But Saul disagreed with his teacher.

Received University education in Tarsus
Exposed to Greek philosophers

Learned about mystic religions.  Such as the cults of:

 Attis

 Adonis

 Mithras

 Osiris

 Baal-Taraz (after whom the city of Tarsus was named) 

Moved to Damascus to live and work
SAUL TRANSFORMED
Acts 8:55-9:1
   In the spring of 32 Saul was part of a small group of intense Hellenistic Jews in Jerusalem that violently opposed the Hellenist Messianic Jews concept that Jesus was the Messiah.

2 Corinthians 10:10    Acts of Paul 3:3 
Saul’s personal presence was unimpressive.  He was a short man with a bald head and crooked legs.  He had eyebrows that met above his somewhat hooked nose, and his eyes were friendly, and yet alight with the fire of his own righteousness.
Stephen had become an outspoken supporter of the view that Jesus was the Christ.  Saul spoke out against Stephen.  Finally, when Stephen would not retract his opinion, Saul was a willing witness to the stoning of Stephen. 

In September, of 32 ad, Saul was in Jerusalem for the Festival of Booths.  He was an energetic young man that had not yet learned patience (around 22 years old), and was idealistic.  

Acts 9:1-31, Acts 22:4-11




Thursday September 26, 32

Saul, who had been collecting information about Hellenistic followers that had attended the Festival of Booths, went to the religious authorities to get permission to pursue the followers of "The Way" that went to his home town of Damascus, Syria to spread this "heresy".

While others would pursue the followers of "The Way" in Judea and Samaria, the letters he received allowed Saul to arrest and bring "Hellenistic Jews" back to Jerusalem for "questioning", provided he had the approval of the Roman authorities that ruled Damascus.

Saul immediately gathered some companions for the trip, and leaving on the morning of Monday, September 23, they traveled from 6 am to noon, took a two-hour rest, then traveled from 2 pm to 6 pm and covered an average of 30 miles each day (a fast 3 mph pace). They expected to arrive in Damascus, 130 miles away, some time Friday morning (plenty of time before the Sabbath began on Friday evening).

On Thursday September 26, with 90 miles covered in three days, they got up and were on the road again. They had traveled for five hours (about 15 miles) when suddenly an extremely bright light surrounded Saul and his companions, like a spotlight. All dropped to the ground but Saul knew that he had been blinded.

There was a loud sound. Then everyone, except Saul, got to his feet. Saul had had heard his name called loudly, in order to get his attention. Saul settled down to listen. Then in a "matter-of-fact" voice Saul heard his name again. 'Saul, why are you "out to get me?"' he heard, but his companions only heard a noise. 'It hurts you to oppose God', the voice said.

'Who are you?' Saul's companions heard him say. But they saw no one but Saul. 'I am the Jesus of Nazareth who's followers you are pursuing', said the voice.

Saul responded, 'What do you want of me?'
The voice said, 'I want you to get up and go into Damascus. Think about what you have been doing. You will tell others what you know and you will open the eyes of the spiritually blind, so that they may see that I am The Messiah.'
   So Saul got up.  His companions led him toward Damascus for another four hours (till dusk on Thursday) at a 2 or less mph pace. But their speed was greatly reduced because of Saul's blindness and they were only able to cover about eight miles.

Then on Friday they traveled all morning at a slow pace, just to cover the remaining 17 miles. And they arrived at the east gate leading into Damascus, well  before the Sabbath began at 6 pm.
In Damascus, Saul would stay with a man called Judas, on “Straight street”.  There, a disciple called Ananias would open Saul's eyes and then he, as a new person, would "see" that Jesus was The Messiah and that Jesus is the Living Christ.

Galatians 1:17

Before the year was out, Saul left Damascus and went to Arabia.

In Arabia Saul visited Petra, the capital of the Nabateans.  This was the ancient territory of Moab and Edom that was now controlled by Arabs.

The Nabatean King Aretas IV had recently defeated Antipas of Galilee/Perea in revenge for Antipas’ divorce of King Aretas’ daughter and his re-marriage to Herodius, his own niece.

After two years Saul had managed to anger Aretas IV with all his “Jesus talk”.  In the Nabatean kingdom they worshiped Dusham and Allat.

Acts 9:19-22







34 AD

After two years, Saul returned to Damascus and began to proclaim that Jesus is the Messiah.

Damascus is a major city on the east slope of the Lebanon mountains.  It is watered by two rivers, the Abana and the Pharpar, both of which Namaan thought better than the Jordan “creek” that Elisha told him to wash in to cure his leprosy.

Damascus is an ancient city that lies on the road that travels the “Fertile crescent”.  The Way of the Sea from Assyria and Babylon to Egypt, the Kings Highway to Petra, and a major road from Lebanon to Arabia all intersect in Damascus.

Saul made Damascus his home for the next three years where he prayed, studied, and debated with the local Jews, while he prepared himself for the ministry that God had called him to do. He was protected from any violence by the fact that he was a Roman citizen and therefore entitled to protection by the local Roman authorities.

Acts 9:23-25







37 AD

2 Corinthians 11:32-33

In 37 AD Caesar Tiberius died and Caligula gave the city of Damascus to Aretas IV who planned to take control of the city the moment the Romans left. Now Saul's enemies gathered against him because his Roman citizenship would no longer protect him. But he escaped in the middle of the night, being let down the external wall of the city in a basket.

Acts 9:26-28

Galatians 1:18-20

In the summer of 37 AD, Saul escaped to Jerusalem.

This was the ancient town of Salem of the Jebusites, that David captured to make his capital.  It is off the major trade routes, and the only reason someone would want to go to Jerusalem is for religious reasons.

Here was a city of around 25,000 inhabitants.  But for Passover the population would swell to 150,000.  It was here that the religious leaders of the Jews (Pharisees, Sadducees, Priests and scribes) managed the city on behalf of God.  It was here that Jesus was crucified and raised.

It was in Jerusalem that the 12 apostles managed the affairs of the Messianic Jews and kept them involved with the Temple rituals.

In Jerusalem, for the next 15 days, Saul met with Peter, and James the brother of Jesus.  It was at this moment that Saul, for the first time, met Barnabas, the most prominent Messanic Hellenistic believer in Jerusalem.  Barnabas was also the cousin of Mark. But when Saul began proclaiming the good news to the Jews, a movement started to build, among the Temple Jews, to find a way to silence him.

Acts 9:29

Acts 22:17-21

When Saul was in the temple one day, he saw a vision. Jesus appeared to him to warn him to leave Jerusalem. 'They will not accept your testimony', he was told. But Saul argued that they would listen to his reasoning. Jesus then said that the choice was up to Saul, but Jesus told Saul that he was being sent far away from Jerusalem to proclaim the good news.

Acts 9:30

The next day Saul was almost killed by the Jews, but some followers of The Way learned of the plot, and got Saul quickly out of Jerusalem, down to Caesarea.

Galatians 1:21

Saul then traveled by ship to Antioch, Syria with Barnabas, and then on to Tarsus, Cilicia.

Acts 11:25-30







Spring, 43

In the spring of 43, Barnabas had a vision and was prompted to go to Tarsus to get Saul.  They went back to Antioch, Syria where they spent time collecting money for the relief of the Messianic Jews that were in Jerusalem.  Barnabas and Saul praised God and proclaimed to the Hebrew Jews that Jesus was the Messiah.










Spring, 44

And in the spring of 44, Barnabas and Saul went to Jerusalem to deliver the gathered relief to the believers.  After which they went back to Antioch, Syria with John (Mark).

End
