PAUL’S FOURTH JOURNEY

Acts 25:1-12







Summer, 60

Paul had been under “house arrest” in Caesarea for two years under Felix.  But in the summer of 60, Porcius Festus became governor.  Festus visited Jerusalem and the Religious leaders asked that Paul be brought to Jerusalem for trial.  Festus was not familiar with the case and arranged to have everyone come to Caesarea to present their case.

A week or two later the hearing began.  The charges were once again made, and Paul, once again made his defense.  As the hearing neared the end Festus asked Paul if he would be willing to go up to Jerusalem to be put on trial before the religious leaders.  Since the charges were “political” and not religious, Paul refused to agree.  Then Paul exercised his right as a Roman citizen to have his case brought before the highest civil authority.  Paul appealed his case to the emperor.
Acts 25:13-26:32

A few days later Agrippa II, king of the Jews, and his wife Bernice, arrived in Caesarea to welcome Festus.  It was arranged to have Paul accused again, and once again to give his defense (besides, Festus still did not understand what it was that he should charge Paul with when he was sent to Rome).

So once again Paul was charged and gave his defense.  Then, when he was done with his defense, King Agrippa agreed with Festus that Paul must be sent to Rome because he had appealed to Caesar, but that, on a purely political basis, Paul had not done anything against Rome and should have been set free.

With the decision made, no delay would be allowed.  Paul was immediately turned over to a centurion to be escorted to Rome.  The centurion was named Julius.

Acts 27:1-3







Late Summer, 60

Paul was placed in the custody of centurion Julius, along with other prisoners going to Rome, and transportation was immediately arranged.  Luke and Aristarchus accompany Paul.

They boarded a ship that was going north along the coast.  Two days later they arrived at the city of Sidon, 70 miles north, in Phoenicia.
Sidon was actually built on a hill, on a peninusula.  It was supported by the agriculture of a fertile plain.
Sidon is an ancient city that had two harbors.  The one on the north was well protected but much of the year the southern harbor was used.

There was a strong Egyptian influence and well as a strong Roman influence, yet the city was mostly an independent city.  They paid special attention to the gods of Astarte, Ba-al, and Eshmun (the god of healing).  In addition there was a well known school of philosophical learning.









late September, 60

That evening Paul was allowed to visit some believers that were in Sidon in order to celebrate the feast of Atonement.

Acts 27:4-6

In the morning they were off again.  They were sailing to Myra in Lycia in order to catch a bigger ship headed to Rome.  But the northwest winds were against them and the ship had difficulty making good time.

The ship sailed 150 miles to Cyprus, and then 75 miles along the eastern shore, in order to get a break from the unfavorable northwest winds.  But after they left Cyprus they sailed 50 miles across the sea to Cilicia, and then to Myra of Lycia, an additional 200 miles.  Thus the trip was almost 500 miles of hard sailing

Here Julius transferred Paul and the remainder of the prisoners, to a larger ship headed to Rome.

Myra was the capital of the province of Lycia.  It had a good harbor that was well protected from the westward blowing winds.
Myra had a nice Roman theatre that looked over the harbor.

Myra also was known for its rock carved tombs.

Acts 27:7

The next leg of the journey was hard sailing the 175 miles to Cnidus, the “jumping off point” for sailing to Rome.

They sailed into the southern harbor with the theatre built into the hillside on their right.
The city was known for the Greek mathematician and astronomer Eudoxus.

There was a statue in honor of Demeter,

and one of Aphrodite.

And Cnidus had a magnificent stadium.

Acts 27:7
From Cnidus they sailed 100 miles south to the island of Crete, but it was rough.
Crete had been the home of the Minoans empire which lasted from 2500 to 1500 BC.  This is the home of the Minotaur legend.

Even in Paul’s time there were ruins of the Minoans.
The palace,

The sport of bull jumping.
The bull was worshiped.
Acts 27:8-12
They sailed past the town of Salmone on the east end of the island.  But finally they arrived at the southern point of the island, at a city named Fair Havens.

Fair Havens was NOT a good harbor in which to spend winter because the harbor lay open to the south and south east winds which blow in the winter.

But the captain decided to try to sail to Phoenix despite Paul’s prediction that doing so would lead to many losses.

Acts 27:12-26
But a winter in Phoenix was not to be.  As the ship edged along the shore of Crete a powerful wind out of the northeast caught them and drove the ship rapidly the 35 miles to the small island of Cauda.

The captain retained some minor control by rolling up all the sails except one little one.  Then, swinging around the island, and using the island to break some of the wind, the captain was able to get some more control of the ship.

In the short time the captain had been in the “protection” of Cauda, the crew threw ropes under the hull and tied them tight to the deck in order to help prevent a hull breach from too much water in the hold.  Then they put out the sea anchor and “laid to” (drift with bow to wind) which allowed them to drift westward rather then southwest toward the coast of Africa and the deadly tangle of sandbars called the Syrtis.  In this way they were driven by the wind.

The next day they threw much of the cargo overboard and on the third day they threw all unnecessary tackle over.  They did not know where they were because they could not see the stars because of the storm clouds.

An angel appeared to Paul and told him that Paul must come to Rome and that those with him would not lose their lives.

Acts 27:27-44

In the night of the 14th day after leaving Fair Havens the storm had abated and the ship was drifting.  When some felt that they were near land, they let down a weighted rope and measured the water depth.  It measured 120 feet.  When they took the measure again it was only 75 feet.  Fearing that they might run aground they threw out anchors to stop their momentum.

When some sailors planned to use the rowboat to get to safety, Paul warned them to stay on board or perish.

Before sunrise many were up on deck to see what there might be to see.  Paul used the time to get them to eat something.

In the morning they saw land.  They also saw a bay with a beach.  They were going to run the ship aground but the bow struck a reef and the waves broke up the stern.  But everyone managed to get to shore despite a policy that prisoners should be killed rather than be allowed to escape.

They learned that they had landed on the south/eastern tip of the island of Malta, five hundred miles from Cauda.

Acts 28:1-6
Because of the rain and cold the Maltese built fires for the shipwrecked folks.  Paul assisted by gathering some brush.  When he put the brush next to the fire a snake bit unto his hand and held on.  Paul shook off the snake into the fire and suffered no harm.  This impressed the locals.

Acts 28:7-10

Paul spent three days with a leading citizen by the name of Publius who, as governor, was only obligated to care for Julius till other arrangements could be made.  The father of Publius was ill, but when Paul visited him, Paul cured the man through prayer and the laying on of hands.

Acts 28:11







Winter, 60/61

For three months they stayed on the island of Malta.  Then Julius arranged their passage on a large ship heading for Italy.










Spring, 61

The ship sailed the 80 miles north to the island of Sicily, and landed at Syracuse.
Syracuse had been called “the most lovely city” in the empire.  Of course it had a magnificent theatre,

and temples, to gods and goddesses like:
Minerva
Apollo
Athena
Syracuse was known for fishing and ship building, textiles and bronze work.  There was an excellent harbor to the south/west and a small good harbor to the north/east.  The governor of Sicily resided here.

Sicily was known for Mt. Etna, the largest active volcano on Earth, sometimes topped with snow but often spewing fiery lava.
Syracuse was often made aware of the presence of Mt. Etna and choked on the volcanic plume.

Acts 28:11-13
Three days they remained at Syracuse.  Then they set sail for the 90 mile voyage to Rhegium located on the tip of the Italian peninsula. There they would be forced to wait until the conditions were right for the trip to the Italian mainland.

The problem was at the strait of Messina.  Only 7 miles wide with the huge whirlpool of Charybdis and the Rock of Scylla it was passable only with a good wind from the south and a straight course.

Rhegium was the staging place for the “run” through the straits of Messina.  Paul’s ship was fortunate in that they waited only one day in the harbor, before a south wind came up and they sailed through the straits of Messina on the next day.

Acts 28:13-15
With such a favorable south wind, the ship was able to sail up the boot of Italy to Puteoli, a voyage of 180 miles, in only two days.  The captain was obviously familiar with the run and sailed day and night.

Puteoli is a city on the Bay of Naples, with THE most important harbor in all of Italy.

Puteoli had a garrison of 6,000 troops, and an arsenal.  But it was known for its hot springs.

Puteoli also had its own coliseum.
Puteoli had all the usual temples and statues.  But most renown was the temple of Serapis.

Romans 16:3
Here, in Puteoli, Julius allowed Paul to stay for seven days.  In that time the believers in Puteoli sent word to believers all the way up to Rome, that Paul was staying in Puteoli.

And they came down the Appian Way to see Paul, from as far away as the Forum of Appius (80 miles north of Puteoli and known for its over-priced inns) and Three Taverns (at a crossroads 10 miles further up the road, and only 23 miles from Rome.  It was known for it drinking establishments).
Finally, Paul arrived in Rome 113 miles from Puteoli.  This was the capital of both the Republic and the Empire and was the heart of the Pax Romana.  This was the largest city in the world and the home of the Emperor.

Built on seven hills on the Tiber river, ten miles inland.  The surrounding hills were covered with mansions and estates for the rich.

But the majority of Romans lived in apartment buildings with narrow “roads” between them and a dirty, noisy, and dangerous environment.

Wheat and water were free and wine was cheap.  These things were subsidized by the government to pacify the populace.

There was a huge population of foreigners, free entertainment, and prostitution was regulated.

And Rome was impressive.  There were thousands of temples.

Apollo
Castor and Pollux
Hercules

Jupiter

Julius
Mars
Minerva
Portunus
Venus
Vesta
Sibyl

Popular foreign religions included Isis of Egypt, Mithra of Persia, and Zeus of Greece.  And there were dozens of synagogues that were concentrated in the Jewish section on the western edge of the city.

And there were statues.

Apollo
Athena
Diana
Augustus
Themis
Neptune
Aphrodite and Pan

Caesar Octavian Augustus
Siren
Column of Marcus Aurelius
Egyptian oblisk

Column of Romus and Remus

And buildings.
Colossium
Circus Maximus
Hippodrome

Arch of Drusus

Palatine hill
Aqueduct
Public Bath house
There was no city on Earth quite like Rome.

Acts 28:16

Three days after his arrival Paul met with the local Jewish leaders and explained the situation.  They agreed to allow Paul to discuss his beliefs when they met at a later date.  When that time came, Paul spent an entire day in discussion with them.  Some believed but most did not.

Acts 28:30-31
Paul had arrived in Rome in February of 61.  His first hearing had left him as a "prisoner at liberty".  Paul could live in his own home in the city as long as he paid for the care of his guard, who was chained to him, and paid all of his own expenses.  And he was free to move about the city and associate with those he choose.
Even before he had left Caesarea he had heard about the earthquake that had destroyed Colossae and Laodica, but he had not had the opportunity to write to them.  Now he decides to take the time to more carefully write an introduction to the Gospel.  Remembering his last letter to the Colossians best, but adding key concepts from all of his letters, he briefly describes the Gospel in a letter that he then sent to Ephesus, but which was meant to be read in all the churches of Asia.

Ephesians

From the beginning God planned to raise The Church (1:4-5).  Yet as each person discovered that they were trapped by sin (2:1) God offered a gift (1:6).  God gave each a new life (2:5) through the redeeming act of Christ and through God's willingness to forgive us (1:7), to gatherer The Church to God (1:9-10).  So, through God's kindness, we are saved through faith (2:8).  Our faith is the sign of the presence of the Holy Spirit (1:13) and that presence is evidence of God's pledge of eternal life (1:14).

We are free from law and not saved by works (2:9) yet we were created by Christ to do good works (2:10).  Law is abolished (2:15) and all believers are equal (2:14).  God has now revealed the mystery (3:5) that the Gentiles are also heirs of God's grace (3:6).  We can have hope, because God raised Christ (1:18-20).  Christ is above all powers (1:21) and the head of the Church (1:22).

Paul sets out some guidelines for attitudes and behavior for believers.

Do not be like the non-believers (4:17) who allowed their minds to be un-seeing and un-moved by the Gospel (4:18).  Do not be so foolish as to not know the will of God (5:17).  Make every effort to stop bitterness, anger, and maliciousness among believers (4:31).
Do not do the works of darkness (5:11).  Do not follow every new doctrine that is invented by the tricky, crafty, scheming, human imagination (4:14), and do not be deceived by empty words (5:6).  Do NOT be sexually impure and immoral (5:3), greedy to try different sexual perversions (4:19).  Avoid idolatry (5:5).  Watch your mouth (4:29), avoid talk that is obscene, vulgar or silly (5:4).  Do not hold a grudge (4:26-27).  Make every effort not to continually argue, to spread lies about others, or to seek revenge (4:31).  And do not use things of this world in excess (5:18).

A believer should put away their former life (4:22), lead a life worthy of the calling of Christ (4:1), as a child of God (5:8), and imitate God (5:1).  Put on the spiritual armor of God (6:3-17).  Put on your new self in Christ:  righteousness and holiness.  One should strive to have an attitude of humility, gentleness, patience and love (4:2).  Be kind, tenderhearted, forgiving (4:32).
Use the gifts of God for the whole Church, whether an Apostle, prophet, evangelist, pastor or teacher (4:11).  Seek to do what pleases the Lord (5:10).  Speak to build up the Church (4:29).  Speak the truth (4:25), modified by love (4:15).   Seek a spirit of unity and bonds of peace among the believers (4:3).  When you gather, pray (6:18), sing Psalms, hymns and spiritual songs (5:19), give thanks to God (5:20), and keep alert (6:18) exposing the works of darkness (5:11).  Do honest work and give help to needy believers (4:28), and make the most of your time (5:16).











END

