PAUL’S SECOND JOURNEY
Acts 15:36-40
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Paul had spent “some days” in Syrian Antioch when he, once again, felt compelled to undertake a journey.  At this time, Barnabas and John-Mark went back to Cyprus while Paul, with Silas, decided to revisit the churches of Galatia.

Acts 15:41
Paul and Silas walked from Syrian Antioch to Tarsus, a matter of some 150 miles.

Acts 16:1
From Tarsus they walked north into the Tarsus Mountains, through the Cilician Gates, where there was still snow in the pass, and then southwest to the city of Derbe.  A journey of 150 miles and 8 travel days.

Acts 16:1-3

Paul and Silas then went to Lystra, following the major Roman road that had been built through Galatia.

In Lystra they met with Timothy.  His father was Greek and his mother was Jewish.  He was a believer that had not been circumcised.

Timothy choose to be circumcised in order to be able to associate with the Jews in Iconium and beyond.  They stayed in Lystra, at least 3 weeks, while Timothy recovered from the operation.
Acts 16:4-6
Paul, Silas and Timothy then proceeded to walk through Phrygia and Galatia delivering the news of the Jerusalem circumcision council.
That included the cities that Paul and visited earlier.  Iconium and Pisidian Antioch were the two major stops on the journey.

What was the decision that had been made by the council in Jerusalem?  First, and foremost, was that circumcision was not to be required for Gentiles that became believers.

However, there were certain expectations that James and the council did place on converted Gentiles (Acts 15:29), for the sake of Jewish believers.

1.  They should abstain from “things polluted by idols” [sacrificed and then offered for sale in the meat market],

2.  Abstain from whatever has been “strangled” [Gentiles thought animals killed this way were a delicacy], because that meat still contains the blood [and violated the Mosaic law of Deuteronomy 12:23-24],

3.  Abstain from “fornication” [inappropriate sexual behavior].

All that Paul reported was that they were to “remember the poor” (Galatians 2:10).

Acts 16:6
Paul, when leaving Pisidian Antioch, planned on going due west, through the region of Asia, to the Aegean Sea.  But after walking around 75 miles, he became convinced not to go that route.  Instead he turned north toward the Black Sea.

They walked north around 125 miles.  Paul had thought to go to Bithynia to proclaim the message of Jesus to the Greeks that had settled there.

Bithynia was also the home of the Mithridates, who’s leader had been Mithridates IV.  He had defeated three of the best generals of the Roman Republic.  Rome managed to finally defeat him in 63 BC.

Bithynia had been settled by the Greeks.  But it was also the home of Thracians and the more original inhabitance, the Bithynians.
It’s north border was the Black Sea.

Acts 16:7-8

But when Paul realized that he was not supposed to proclaim the gospel in Bithynia, he was far enough north to be in the region of Mysia.

Mysia was not a wealthy region.  There were no major trade routes to bring them wealth.  There were no vast agricultural areas either.

Paul turned west and passed through the region of Mysia on his journey to the coast of the Aegean Sea.

Paul set, as his goal, the town of Troas, just south of the original site of Troy (famous for the Trojan war).

Acts 16:9-10

Troas was an important coastal city.  Located just ten miles south of the ancient city of Troy, it was the principal seaport of the area.  With a protected harbor, the navy controlled the entrance to the black sea by way of the Hellesport.  Thus all traffic from Macedonia to Asia and all traffic from Greece to the Black Sea was subject to the ships at Troas.

Here Aphrodite was worshipped.

It was here in Troas that Paul was confronted by an unexpected request.  In a vision, a man from Macedonia appeared to him to ask that Paul come now to the region of Macedonia.

Luke, from Philippi, was in Troas.  He had heard Paul teaching about the risen Christ and had sat in to learn more.  He had seen how the Jews rejected the message.  But he had also seen how the Gentiles would be gladdened if the message were proclaimed to them.  Luke had stayed late in the evening trying to convince Paul to come to Macedonia.

Through out the night Paul wrestled with the request, and came to see the appeal as a calling from the Holy Spirit.

Luke joined Paul, Silas and Timothy as they made plans to cross the Aegean Sea to the region of Macedonia.  Luke was in the habit of keeping daily records on his journey.

Paul arranged for a ship to take the four of them across the Aegean Sea into the region of Macedonia.

Acts 16:11
At the end of the first day of their sea voyage, they had traveled about 55 miles because they had good winds for their sailing ship.  They stayed the night on the island of Samothrace.
Samothrace had been settled by Greeks from the region of Thrace, on the mainland just north of the island.  The heart of the island was the 5,000 foot Mount Phengari.  It was on the top of this mountain that Poseidon was supposed to have sat to watch the Trojan wars.

Samothrace was famous for the “Sanctuary of the great gods”.  This was a complex of 12 buildings at which both free and slave could worship.

Pilgrims came from all over the Greek world to worship in the “sacred circle”.  
Some of the gods they worshipped were the “Great mother” (for  marriage), “the twins” (who guided and protected the sailors), and the fertility cult of Kabeiroi.  The famous statue of Victory was here as well.

The next morning they boarded the ship again and set sail for the mainland.  By evening they had arrived at Neapolis, a good 75 mile voyage.

Neapolis was located on an isthmus, with a bay on each side.  Thus there were actually two harbors.

Neapolis is the sea port for Philippi.  The chief diety was the goddess Parthenos.  Neapolis had such good harbors that after the assassination of Caesar Augustus, Brutus anchored his navy here.

The very next morning, Paul and his companions walked the 10 miles north to Philippi, along the Roman road.
Acts 16:12

Paul would spend “some days” in Philippi.

Philippi lay between two rivers; the Strymon on the west and the Nestos on the east with a swamp on the south.  It lay on a plain at the eastern end of the Roman road called the “Via Egnatia” which reached all the way to Rome.

Philippi was a “miniature Rome”.  

There was the agora (the marketplace),

the theatre,
the shops,
and even public “facilities”.
Many Romans had settled in Philippi.  It was considered a colony of Rome and the settlers had the same rights as any Roman, as though they were on Italian soil.  The area was known for it’s gold mines.
Here the people worship a plethora of “gods”.  The Thracians worshiped the god Liber Pater and the goddess Bendis.  The Greeks worshiped Athena.  The Romans worshiped Jupiter, Mars, and the emperor.  The Anatolians worshiped Cybelle.  The Egyptians worshiped Isis, Serapis, and Harpocrates.

And the Jews worshiped YHWH.  The Jews met a mile west of the city near the Gangites river and near the victory arch that had been erected to commemorate the victory of Anthony and Octavian over Brutus and Cassius.  This was known as the “Battle of Philippi” that followed the assassination of Caesar Augustus.

Acts 16:13-15
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Paul met a Jewish woman near the arch.  Her name was Lydia.  Lydia was actually from the city of Thyatira in Asia.  Thyatira was over 300 miles away from Philippi and was one of the seven churches to which John would write in The Revelation.  There it would be praised for it’s love, faith and service, but condemned for allowing Satan worship.

Lydia’s business as a seller of purple dyed clothes had brought her to Philippi.  The purple used to dye the cloth was from the local "madder" plant.

Acts 16:16-23
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One day while going to a place of prayer, Paul and Silas were accosted by a female slave that was known for predicting the future by contacting “the spirits”.  She declared that Paul was a slave of God and proclaimed a way of salvation.  But Paul did NOT want this kind of “witness”.  So he cast out the spirit that was using her.

The owners found that her “powers” were gone and they stirred up the crowds and had Paul and Silas brought to court accused of being Jews and disturbing the peace.  Since being Jewish was illegal this brought them to a “court”.

They were interrogated by the beating with rods.  They were  found guilty.  Then they were put in prison to await trial.

Acts 16:23-40

Paul and Silas were in prison and the jailer was given strict instructions to keep them from escaping.  They were put in the deepest cell and in “stocks” to be certain they did not escape.

At midnight, they were singing songs to God as the other prisoners listened.  They were saying prayers when God caused an earthquake to free them from their bonds and to open the prison doors.

The jailer assumed that they had made good on this opportunity to escape and was about to kill himself (to save himself the suffering that would be inflicted on him because of his failure).  But Paul prevented the jailer from committing suicide.

The jailer took care of Paul and Silas and became a believer, and he, and his entire family were baptized.

In the morning, when the officials sent a message to the jailer to let Paul and Silas go, Paul refused to leave.  Paul was a Roman citizen.  It was illegal for a citizen to be questioned with “the rods”, or punished without a trial.  The penalty for such an act by an official, was severe.

The officials that were responsible were forced to come to the jail and to give Paul and Silas an official apology.  Paul could have demanded that THEY be put on trial.

The officials escorted Paul and Silas out of the jail and then asked them to leave Philippi.  Paul agreed to leave, but first went to see Lydia and to meet with the believers.  He encouraged them to remain strong, and then he, Silas, and Timothy left the city, though Luke stayed behind.

Acts 17:1
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Paul, Silas, and Timothy walked the 30 miles to the city of Amphipolis in only one long day.

Amphipolis was on the Strymon river just three miles from the coast of the Aegean Sea.  For years Amphipolis had been a major player in the control of the sea lanes through the Dardanelles to the Black Sea.  There was rich farmland between the city and the mountains that supplied timber, gold and silver.

Amphipolis was a major Roman city on the Via Egnatia.  It was the capital of the first district of Macedonia.

Amphipolis had its theatre and its gymnasium.   The citizens worshiped many gods.  Cleo the muse, the nymphs, Rhessos the horseman hero, Artemis, Apollo, Aphrodite, Heracles, and even Cybelle of Egypt.

There was a statue of a lion carved in order to honor a local general that had been a friend of Alexander the Great.

The next day Paul and his companions continued on their journey.  They walked the 30 miles to Apollonia in one long day.

After spending the night in Apollonia, Paul and his companions were on the road early.  They had to walk the 38 miles to Thessalonica, and they wanted to do it in one day.  They had to walk faster then usual, and still it was a long day of travel.

They entered through the gate, and entered into Thessalonica late in the evening.

Thessalonica was the chief seaport of Macedonia.  It was settled by villagers from 26 villages that a Roman general had destroyed.  It was the capital city of the second district of Macedonia and was located between two rivers.  It had the largest population of all the cities of Macedonia. Thessalonica was nicknamed “The mother of Macedonia”.

As was typical of Roman cities, there were a large variety of gods that were worshiped, including Jupiter and the Imperial Cult.  And there were Jews here as well.  In fact the synagogue in Thessalonica was the chief synagogue of Macedonia.

The Romans also had built an agora, as well as a hippodrome and an ampitheatre (circus).

Acts 17:2-9

In Thessalonica, Paul spoke in the synagogue on three consecutive Saturday Sabbaths.  Paul emphasized that the Messiah must suffer, die, and be raised according to the scripture. Some believed, and the church was formed.

Paul started his tent making business in Thessalonica in order to not be a burden to the members of the small church.  He made Thessalonica his “home base” for a number of short journeys into the surrounding area, in order to meet with people who were interested in hearing the “good news”.

Paul, Silas, and Timothy spent the next two months in Thessalonica, in the home of a believer named Jason, helping the church to grow.

But some of the Jewish authorities had become concerned with the growth of the church, and they aroused the crowd in such as way that it led to a near riot.

The crowds surrounded Jason’s house.  When they did not find Paul or Silas inside, they dragged Jason and some other believers before the authorities and accused them of “disturbing the peace” and proclaiming Jesus as sort of a king.

Meanwhile, Paul and his companions were escorted out of town by other members of the church.

Acts 17:10-14

The next two days found Paul and his companions on the road to Beroea, a distance of around 50 miles.  When they arrived, they went to the synagogue on Saturday, the Sabbath, and once again Paul spoke.

In Beroea, in the shadow of Mt. Olympus, the Jews were more receptive, and they welcomed the message and studied the scripture to determine the truth.   This was especially true of the women of Beroea and even some men of “high standing”.

Beroea was a prosperous city, but when the word got back to Thessalonica that Paul was convincing people of the truth of his assertions, some of the authorities came to Beroea and stirred up the crowds.

Once again, Paul suggested that he and his companions leave town so as not to get members of the new church into trouble.

Acts 17:15-34
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Paul was escorted by some of the believers out of Beroea, leaving Silas and Timothy behind.

The next day when they arrived at the coast, the Beroeans took  Paul onto a ship that was going the 275 miles south to the great city of Athens, and taking, at most, 4 days of good sailing.

This was Athens, named after the goddess Athena.  This was the cultural heart of the Greek civilization.  Here, during the “Golden age” some of the greatest gods and the greatest scientist had “lived”.

Here Paul was almost overwhelmed by the buildings, temples and statues.  Here they seemed to have temples and alters to almost every god one had heard of, or could imagine.

Most notable was the temple to Athena which stood on the Parthenon, which stood on the Acropolis.

But there were also temples to Zeus,

and to Vulcan, to Apollo, and to Ares, to name only a few.

And there were statues everywhere, honoring characters like Poseidon,

and a satyr,

and a discus thrower.

And the emperor Augustus was honored with a bust.

And the buildings seemed endless.  There was the stoa of Attalos,

the theatre of Dionysus,

The Agora which Paul passed on his way into Athens,

And the Parthenon, which stood on the Athens Acropolis as one of the seven wonders of the ancient world.

Here, in Athens, was the greatest university of the Roman world.  Here had lived such greats as Theseus, Solon, and Pericles in politics, Socrates, Plato and Aristotle, Euclid, and Cicero in philosophy, Pythagoras in math, Hippocrates in medicine, Euripides and Aristophanes in literature, and Sophocles in theater. 

Among all of this splendor, who was Paul?  Was Jesus all that special?  How could Paul hope to even get an audience to hear the gospel?

But there was also great sin.  From the lascivious misbehavior at the festival of Dionysus to the human slaughter at the Gladiatorial games.

When Paul arrived he found a place to stay with a believer.  Then, on the first Saturday, he went to the local synagogue where he argued with the devout Jews.  Timothy joined him but Paul sent him back to Thessalonica.

Paul also went into the market place to take the message of Jesus to the Gentiles.  There he did encounter some local philosophers.

They took him to the Areopagus (the hill in front of the Acropolis, sometime called “Mars hill”) so that he might have a wider audience.  There he attempted to teach them as one of their own philosophers.

Paul spoke of an alter with the inscription “to an unknown god”.  He tried to convince them that the god that was unknown to them, was, in fact, the God of creation.  And that God had rules to live by and that through Jesus he would forgive their sins and raise them from death.

Some laughed at him, some wanted to hear him again, and some believed, but overall his time seems to have been unproductive.

Acts 18:1-11

Paul walked from Athens to Corinth, a walk of 48 miles, arriving in only 2 days.

Corinth, with a population of around 800,000, was located on an isthmus between the Greek mainland and the Peloponnesus.  The distance across the isthmus was only 3 ½ miles.  Corinth controlled the trade across the isthmus and between the Peloponnesus and the mainland.

On the n/w side of the isthmus was the town of Lechaion on the Gulf of Corinth.  On the s/e side of the isthmus was the town of Cenchreae on the Saronic Gulf.  Both towns were named after sons of Poseidon, and were the anchorage for both the Roman navy and merchant ships.  Between them lay a road some 25 feet wide, over which boats would be dragged.  This was a much shorter route than sailing around the Peloponnesus.

Corinth was named after the son of Apollo and the temple of Apollo was of supreme importance.

As Paul approached the city his attention would naturally be drawn to the 1800 foot hill which was called the aerocorinth.

At the foot of the Aerocorinth were temples to Apollo, Aphrodite, and Asklepieius (healing), as well as the agora.

Walking down the main street,

Paul would see numerous statues in this wealthy, sophisticated metropolis.

But Corinth was also well known for other things as well.  Specifically, it was a “harbor” town.  Sailors had needs!  Corinth supplied them.

It was a well known fact that just the temple of Aphrodite had once had available 1000 “temple” prostitutes.  There can be NO doubt that there were MANY more for use by the sailors.

Being drunk, after spending time in one of the drinking establishments, and then causing trouble, was a common phenomenon.

Murder, assault, fights, beatings, kidnapping, rape, and hundreds of other abuses, undoubtedly abound.

The city was far from the image that they wanted to portray.

Paul went to live with Aquila and Priscilla.  They had originally been from Pontus but had been living in Rome.  Now they lived in Corinth.  They had just moved to Corinth last year, in 49, because Emperor Claudius had evicted the Jews  from Rome.  It was a good situation because Paul and Aquila were both Jewish and both were tent makers. Every Saturday Paul would attend the synagogue and tell the Jews that Jesus was the Messiah.










Late Fall, 50

Soon after Silas and Timothy arrived, maybe in late November, the Jews refused to listen to Paul anymore.  Paul choose to go to the Gentiles.  Paul went to live, beside the synagogue, with a believer, Titius Justus, and the church began to meet in homes.










Spring, 51

Twice Paul attempted to go to Thessalonica in the next couple of months, but he was prevented.  So it was in early spring of 51, that Paul sent his first letter to the Thessalonians.

1 Thessalonians

In the spring of 50, when Paul had left Thessalonica, he went to Beroea.  When the Jews from Thessalonica came to Beroea he had to leave Timothy.  He went to Athens (Acts 17:13-14).  Timothy went back to Thessalonica to help out the believers, but very soon he joined Paul in Athens (Acts 17:15).  Paul wanted to visit them, but Satan's attacks in Athens prevented his departure.  Paul then sent Timothy back to Thessalonica, to strengthen and encourage them (3:1-2), and Timothy stayed with them for the summer.

Meanwhile Paul left Athens and went to Corinth.  There, at the end of summer, Timothy joined him.  Timothy reported good news (3:6).  The Church, made up primarily of Gentiles (1:9) and some Hellenistic Jews (Acts 17:4), was strong and growing despite facing considerable troubles.

The Gentiles, whose religious history included the worship of Jupiter and the Imperial Cult of Rome, were loudly objecting to the Jewish sect called Christians.  In 49 Emperor Claudius had evicted all Jews and Christians from Rome (Acts 18:2) because of the Jews loud and violent opposition to Christians.  Thessalonica was the capital of Macedonia and followed closely what happened in Rome.

The Gentiles put economic pressure on Gentile believers.  They were fired from their jobs.  They were refused service.  Their businesses were boycotted.  They were threatened with legal action.  Their homes were no longer safe and their neighbors became mean.  They were threatened and 'roughed up'.  Their reputations were destroyed.  They were called traitors who practiced human sacrifice and who then ate the flesh and drank the blood of their victims.

Meanwhile, the Jews put pressure on the Church.  The chief synagogue of Macedonia was located in Thessalonica.  Paul had preached there three times (Acts 17:2), but he had few converts (Acts 17:4).  The Hellenistic Jews there hated Paul with a passion.  Some of them had recently come from Rome and they blamed Paul for the problems the Jews were having with the Romans.  They vengefully and violently continued to persecute this messianic cult (Acts 17:5).  The Jews tried desperately to stop Gentiles from becoming believers (2:16).  They were verbally harassed in public, and their meetings were disrupted.

Paul's reputation was attacked.  The Jews accused him of intentionally misleading the believers (2:3).  The Gentiles accused him of flattery for personal gain (2:5).  Yet, Timothy reported, through all the adversity, the believers were holding on to their faith (3:6).  It was a relief to Paul and filled him with thanks to God (3:9).

But Timothy reported one problem.  The Gentiles did not have the moral traditions that the Jews had.  For them sexuality was a source of pleasure and not much more.  Common practices included parties called orgies, adultery, polygamy, sex with parents, daughters, cousins, step-daughters and slaves, sex with young children, prostitution, homosexuality, and bestiality.  This type of behavior was not unusual in the Roman world.  But Paul instructed them, that in order to live together as a family in Christ, and to be able to trust one-another, they needed to avoid these things which would tear their community apart (4:3).

And there was one religious question that the Thessalonians needed answered.  "Christ is supposed to return very soon.  But some believers have died.  Would they 'miss out' on Christ's return?"

“No!” said Paul.  At any moment Michael, the archangel, at the Lord's command, will call for those of faith (4:16).  The trumpet of God will sound (4:16).  The dead will rise and be changed (4:16), then, with the living, will be welcomed to their heavenly home (4:17) by the returning Christ (4:16).  BE PREPARED (5:6) with faith, love, and hope (5:8), and be saved from God's wrath on those who have refused the gospel (5:9).












END
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Paul also had been experiencing persecution.  Paul had moved in NEXT DOOR to the Synagogue.  Provocative?!  Then Crispus, an official of the synagogue, became a believer and he and his family were baptized.  The Jews were appalled.  Paul feared for his life, as did all the Jews that had become believers.  They experienced a Jewish onslaught, the same kind of harassment and intimidation that was being experienced by the Jewish members of Thessalonica.

One night the Lord spoke to Paul.  The Lord promised that Paul would be safe and should therefore speak boldly.  So Paul decided to stay in Corinth for the winter.

Paul would stay another year often proclaiming Jesus from a large platform, called “the Bema”, in the Corinthian agora.

It was in the fall of 51 that he wrote his second letter to the Thessalonians.

2 Thessalonians
When Paul met with the messenger from Thessalonica, in the spring of 51, he could truly identify with their situation.  They also were holding on to their faith in Christ and were steadfast in the face of persecution (1:4).

"God is glorified by the faith of those who are enduring“ (1:10), Paul said, "who believe that God is trustworthy and will exercise justice."  They must continue to believe that God is just (1:6) and that those causing believers to suffer would themselves suffer far worse (1:9).  God will exercise vengeance on them when Christ is reveled (1:7).

A rumor had spread among the Thessalonians that Paul had written a letter saying that the day of the Lord had already arrived (2:2).  This forgery (2:2) gave a false hope that all suffering would immediately end, revenge would be at hand, and that soon they would be leading the good life.  And they were excited.

But Paul explained that God is holding back a "lawless one" (2:6).  When God lets the lawless one loose (2:7) there will be a division in the church between true believers and false believers (2:3).  Then the lawless one will be revealed (2:3), and will, from the Jerusalem temple, proclaim himself to be god (2:4).  But the Word of God will destroy him (2:8).

One must understand that God, as was done to the Egyptians, has now blinded the people who have rejected the Gospel.  They have been led to believe that morality is un-necessary and that faith is foolish (2:11).

Finally, Paul recognizes the frustration of the Thessalonians (3:13) concerning the ongoing problem of able bodied people 'leaching' a living from other believers (3:6).  This has gone on far too long.  If they won't work, don't feed them (3:10), in hopes that they will change (3:14).  If that does not get them to change, then avoid them (3:14). 











END

Acts 18:12-17







Spring, 52

When Gallio became proconsul of the region (his one year lasted from June, 51 through May, 52), the Jews brought Paul to him for trial on charges of religious teachings.  Gallio threw them out.

Paul then decided to leave Corinth.

Acts 18:18







Summer, 52

Paul, with Aquila and Priscilla, walked to the coastal city of Cenchreae, on the Saronic Gulf and just 5 miles from Corinth.

It was at Cenchreae that Paul fulfilled a vow, of thanksgiving for deliverance from the great danger he had faced in Corinth, by having his head shaved.

Then they got on a ship headed for Syria.

Acts 18:19-21

Their first significant stop on the trip was the city of Ephesus in the Roman province of Asia.  It was a sea voyage of 250 miles and with good winds would only take 4 days.

Here Paul went into the synagogue and spoke with the Jews.  And though they asked him to stay longer, he declined.

Paul bid Aquila and Priscilla a fond farewell because they chose to stay in Ephesus.  But Paul caught a ship and sailed for Caesarea in Judea.

Acts 18:22

Paul sailed for at least 15 days in order to cover the 750 miles from Ephesus to Caesarea in Judea.

Caesarea was built by Herod the Great from 25 BC to 13 BC.  It had a population of around 125,000, the largest city in Judea.

Herod constructed the harbor, and the city, in the Greek/Roman style.  It was the capital city of Judea, but the people were Gentiles.  There was a small minority of Jews.

Caesarea was the official residence of the Herodian king and the Roman procurator.

Paul sailed into the harbor at Caesarea and disembarked.

Paul wasted no time.  He immediately began his 75 mile journey to Jerusalem, and would have made the upward ascent in only four days.

After his errand was accomplished, Paul immediately walked back down to Caesarea, caught a ship, and sailed up the coast to Syrian Antioch 300 miles away.

Paul stayed in Antioch through the winter of 52/53.

