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Summer, 44
In the summer of 44, Saul was in Antioch, Syria.  He had returned from Jerusalem with Barnabas and Mark.

The city of Antioch in Syria (there were other cities named “Antioch” in other regions), was the third most important city in the Roman Empire (Rome, Italy being first and Alexandria, Egypt being second).

Syrian Antioch was on the Orontes river and handled the trade with the areas to the east to India and south to Arabia.  Antioch controlled one of the finest harbors in the eastern Mediterranean. 

Antioch had a mixed population.  Beyond the local population of Syrians the city boasted large minorities of Macedonians, Greeks, and Jewish veterans from the Roman army. 
Antioch was the political capital of Syria.  It was a wealthy and sophisticated city, having adopted the Greek culture.  

The Jewish community was large and conservative Hellenistic.  They spoke Greek and had adopted some Greek ways.  But they were Jews and were concerned with God’s laws.  Here the Jews had full Roman citizenship.  One of the Jews from Antioch was Nicholaus, who along with Stephen, was one of the seven that had been selected to lead the Hellenistic Jews in Jerusalem.

The followers of Jesus met in private homes because they were not welcome to practice their faith in the synagogue.  It was here in Antioch that the followers were first called “Christians”.
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June, 44

Some time in June of 44, Barnabas was chosen to lead a missionary journey back to his ancestral home of Cyprus.  He choose to take Saul, and John-Mark (his cousin), with him.  One Sunday, the first day of the week, and the day on which “Christians” worshipped, Barnabas and his companions were commissioned by the “Church of Antioch” to undertake the journey.

They took Monday to finish their preparations, and on Tuesday they walked the 16 miles to Selucia.

Selucia, Syria was a town with a good port.  Selucia lay in a valley in a fertile plain with terraced hills on the north, east, and south, and lay only 5 miles north of the Orontes river.  The people of the city were proud of their Greek heritage.

Selucia had an upper and lower city within the massive outer walls that protected it.  There was a stone carved stairway that connected the two parts of the city.

Selucia was often the focus of battles because of it’s strategic position as a commercial seaport between Egypt and Syria.  In 64 BC Pompey drove out the king of Pontus and Rome took control.  Selucia became the “home port” for the imperial fleet of Caesar Augustus.

On Wednesday morning Barnabas and his companions boarded a sailing ship and began to sail south along the eastern coast of the Mediterranean Sea.  

Their destination was Cyprus.  The large island 125 miles off the coast of Syria (but 150 miles as the boat sails).  The journey would only take two or three days with good sailing conditions.

Cyprus was the ancestral home of Barnabas.  The “church” in Antioch had commissioned Barnabas to return there to proclaim Jesus to the many Jews that lived on the island.

Cyprus was famous for its copper and had been fought over by every major power.  It had come under Roman control in 58 bc and was considered a “Senatorial province”. 

Acts 13:5

By Friday, Barnabas and his companions had arrived at Salamis, Cyprus.  This was a big city located on the east end of the island.

Salamis had a glorious past.  Here the Greeks defeated the Persians.  It was in Salamis that the Egyptian governor lived until 58 BC when the Romans took control.  There was a quite large and influential Jewish colony located here.

Greek culture dominated the island and in Salamis the Gentiles primarily worshiped Zeus.

The forum was impressive.

The amphitheater classic.
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On Saturday, the Sabbath, Barnabas and his companions went to the local synagogue.  There Barnabas was invited to speak.  Then Saul also spoke.  They spoke at another synagogue the next Saturday.

Acts 13:6

Then they left Salamis and crossed the island on their way to Paphos.

The 115 mile journey across the southern shore of the island, from Salamis to Paphos, would have been made in daily journeys averaging about 20 miles per day, arriving in plenty of time to “honor the Sabbath” by resting as the sun set. 

On Saturday morning Barnabas, Saul and John-Mark would have attended the local synagogue where they again proclaimed the good news about the “Word of God”.

Paphos was located beside a natural harbor where the Roman navy was stationed.

Paphos was the seat of the Roman government of the island of Cyprus.  The proconsul (governor) was a Roman named Sergius Paulus.  He was an intelligent man and when he heard about the message that Barnabas was proclaiming, Sergius asked to meet with them in order to learn more.

Sergius already worshiped at the temple of Aphrodite.  But he also honored Zeus, Hera, Apollo, and the “Divine Julius”.

Sergius often went to the baths of Adonis.

Often had Sergius seen the mosaic of Dionysos.

Sergius had even visited the tomb of the kings.

A week later, on the next Sabbath, Barnabas and Saul again spoke in the synagogue.

Acts 13:6-12

Sergius sent for Barnabas in order to consider what he had to say about Jesus.  But before Sergius could meet with them Elymas, a Jew who said he was inspired (but was not), who was a magician that called himself the “son (bar) of Jesus”, tried to mislead Sergius.

But Saul challenged Elymas, calling him the “son of Satan”, and cursed him with a temporary blindness for opposing God’s plan of salvation.

When Sergius saw and heard what Saul had done, he asked to speak personally with him.  When introduced, Saul declared that his name was Paul (the name he would be known by till his death).  Sergius believed in the power that Paul had displayed, and came to believe the message that Paul taught.

Some time later, Paul, Barnabas, and John-Mark got on a boat in the harbor of Paphos in order to sail back to the mainland.

Acts 13:13

After sailing for four days and traveling 220 miles, Paul and his companions disembarked and walked the last 8 miles to Perga in Pamphylia.

They entered into Perga through the main gates of the city.

Then they entered the city and walked down the main street.

Perga was the leading city of Pamphylia.  It was located near the Cestus river about 8 miles inland.  The citadel was built on a rocky hill that rose 160 feet above the city.

The Temple of Artemis, the “queen of Persia”, was the religious center of the region of Pamphylia.

While in Perga, Paul would undoubtly have seen the theatre the city was so proud of.  They were also proud of Apollonius (a mathematician) who had been a student of Archimedes in 200 BC.

Here, in Perga, Paul took charge of the mission.  He announced his plans to go to the Hellenistic Jews, and Gentiles, in the cities of Galatia, and to proclaim to them the Word of God.  At that point John-Mark decided to part companyso , because he disagreed.  After all, their commission was to the Jews, and he went back to Jerusalem.

Acts 13:14-43







August, 44

It took Paul and Barnabas 5 days to walk the 100 miles from Perga, over the mountains, to Pisidian Antioch, Galatia. 

Paul arrived in time to attend the local synagogue on Saturday the Sabbath.  When they arrived they sat down.  The reading from the Torah for the day was likely Deuteronomy 1:31, and the reading from the prophets Isaiah 1:1-27 (which are for the 44th Sabbath of the year.  July/August).  Paul was asked, as a visitor, to comment on the passages.

Paul began by giving them a summary of the history of Israel and God’s interaction.  He supported his comments with texts from the Writings of Israel.  But his point was that through Jesus, God is offering forgiveness for those who have been convicted by the law that they are sinners.  That in Jesus they would find freedom from the law.  This is a gift of God.

As Paul was leaving the synagogue, the people urged him to come back next week to speak more.

Pisidian Antioch of Galatia is located on the plain of Yalvac, on a plateau in the lake district.  It was settled in 300 BC as a border fortress.  In 36 BC Roman veterans settled among the Greek speaking Phrygians.  There was also a large population of Greek speaking Jews.

The Romans established the cult of Augustus and Antioch was known for its Temple of Augustus.

As was typical for any Roman city, there was a bathhouse and a theatre.

After all, how could any place be considered civilized with out them?
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On the next Sabbath even more people, especially Gentiles,  were gathered to hear Paul.  But this time the Jewish leaders argued with Paul and Barnabas.  The emotions ran so high that Paul declared that from now onward he would proclaim his message to the Gentiles, and Barnabas agreed.

For the Gentiles this was “good news”.  Now they also could be saved.

Women in Antioch enjoyed considerable prestige and could even hold civic offices.  But now they were incited by the Jewish leaders, as were the leading men, to force Paul and Barnabas to leave the city…NOW!  And they even sent men to follow Paul and Barnabas to be sure that they KEPT on going.

Acts 13:51-52







September, 44

Quickly leaving Pisidian Antioch, Paul and Barnabas walked to Iconium, Galatia only 93 miles distant.  They walked for 3 or 4 days down the mountain road, before they arrived.

The people of Iconium were of Phrygian descent and had a different heritage from the people of Antioch.  The city was on the main route across Asia, which ran from Rome, through Ephesus, through Iconium, and through Syria.

The plains were very productive, supplying wheat, flax, plums, and apricots.  And the city was wealthy.

The symbol of the city was the image of Medusa that had been brought to them by Perseus.  The symbol was sculpted into the city gate in order to scare off evil spirits.

Though the Phrygians worshiped Cybell, “Mother Earth”, and had eunuch priests, yet the Roman influence was strong.  There could be found evidence of Romans in, for example, their theatre.

Acts 14:1-3







Winter 44/45

Paul, first went to the synagogue and spoke so well that a number of both Jews and Gentiles became believers.

Yet before long those who did not believe began to create doubt in the minds of those who had at first believed.  Over time they would have been lost, so Paul decided to stay in Iconium over winter of 44-45.

Paul and Barnabas spent a “long time” in this difficult situation continuing to support the believers and argue with the non-believers.  The tensions in the town built over winter.

At the earliest sign of spring the Apostles learned of a plot to injure them, and even to stone them, and so they escaped from the town, and quickly traveled to Lystra in Lycaonia, only 20 miles to the southwest. 
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Spring, 45

They arrived in Lystra in only one day over a mountain pass.  Lystra was a beautiful small town, set on a watered plain.  It was strictly a rural setting.

The Lycaonians  spoke their own language but were only partly “Romanized”.  Lystra was used by the Romans as a colony stronghold against the wild mountain tribes that continued to harass the Romans.  The Romans had a temple to Zeus and a statue of Hermes.

Paul and Barnabas stayed for a while.  During their stay they encountered a man who had never walked.  His legs were deformed at birth.  While he was listening to Paul, Paul stared into the man’s eyes.  Paul knew that the man did have faith, and so Paul told the man to “stand up”.

The man did as he was told, and even more.  He jumped up and began to walk.  The local people got excited.  They believed that the gods were visiting them again. This time they would not disappoint them, as their ancestors had.  Barnabas they called Zeus, the quiet and powerful one, and Paul they called  Hermes because he was the spokesman.  Then the priest of the temple of Zeus began to worship Barnabas and Paul.

Paul and Barnabas had to work very hard to convince the people that they were just regular folks.

It was here in Lystra that the actions and words of Paul had an impact on a young man named Timothy.

Acts 14:19-20

2 Corinthians 11:25

But in time, the Jews from Pisidian Antioch and Iconium, that had heard of the success of the Apostles, sent representatives to Lystra.  They were able to persuade many in Lystra that Paul was a blasphemer.  They stoned Paul and dragged him out of the city to die.

Acts 14:20-21







Early April, 45

Paul survived and Barnabas took him to the town of Derbe, Galatia as fast as his wounded condition would allow.  Even so, the 60 mile journey would have taken most of a week.

Derbe also was a rural town who’s native citizens were Lyconians that was only somewhat Hellenized.  There Paul recovered, proclaimed Jesus, and influenced a man named Gaius, as well as made other disciples.

Acts 14:21-28

After a while Paul and Barnabas retraced their journey.  They walked the 60 miles to Lystra in three days, then the 20 miles to Iconium in only one day.  In each place Paul took time to meet with the believers and to encourage them in their faith walk.

Then Paul and Barnabas walked the 93 miles to Pisidian Antioch in about five days.  In Antioch, Paul warned the believers that they could expect tribulations and persecution, for that has always been the way believers enter the kingdom.  Then he helped the believers select mature leaders that would guide them in their faith.

Then they walked the 100 mountainous miles to Perga.  Here Paul again spoke about Jesus.

From Perga, Paul and Barnabas walked the eight miles down to the coastal town of Attalia.  Attalia of Galatia, once the home of pirates, was the chief port of the area and a harbor city on the coast.

In Attaila, Paul and Barnabas boarded a ship that was sailing back home to Syrian Antioch.  This was a sailing trip of a mere 350 miles and only took them five days of smooth sailing.

Galatians 2:1






Summer, 45 to Spring, 49

Paul arrived in Syrian Antioch in the summer of 45.  Paul made Antioch his home until the spring of 49 (3 1/2 years).  Paul did leave Antioch, with Titus, in the Spring of 46, fourteen years after his transformation on the road to Damascus, to go to Jerusalem for a “counsel” to discuss the subject of circumcision for non-Jewish believers, but then he returned to Antioch.

In the summer of 46, Peter visited Paul in Antioch.  While Peter was there representatives from James in Jerusalem came.  In the fall Paul heard from Galatia and became concerned.  It was then that Paul wrote a letter to the churches of Galatia (Derbe, Lystra, Iconium, Pisidian Antioch, and any others that had been begun) which we today call the “Book of Galatians”, and sent it off in the spring of 47.

[For the purpose of this study of the journeys and letters of Paul, there are four assumptions that will be made.  1.  Acts does not tell us everything about the life of Paul.  2. All letters in the New Testament attributed to Paul will be considered to be written by Paul.  3. Paul’s understanding of the Gospel will grow with experience and insights.  4. Paul is not Christ, and his interpretations may not perfectly reflect Christ.]

Galatians

For the first time, Paul sets out in written form, the essentials of The Gospel.  This is the Gospel that he learned from Christ (1:2), had proclaimed during his travels through Galatia, and which had been acknowledged by Peter and others (2:9).

Paul had heard, in the spring of 46 (47, 52, a year) after he returned from Jerusalem, that the believers in Galatia were accepting the argument that Faith was not enough for salvation (1:6).  Many were now saying that they need to have Faith, and to follow the Torah, in order to be saved (3:3).

Paul was concerned for the believers in Galatia (4:19).  He was disappointed that their faith was not strong enough to hold on to what he had taught them (3:1).  He was hurt by their lack of trust (3:2).  He was afraid that his time among them had been wasted (4:11).  He was frustrated because they were being taught things that Paul knew were wrong and he could not get there in person to help them (4:20).  And he was angry at those who were leading the Galatians astray (5:12).

“A PERSON IS JUSTIFIED NOT BY THE WORKS OF LAW, BUT THROUGH FAITH IN JESUS CHRIST!” (2:16)

“To be justified” means to ‘meet God’s standards’.  It is Faith that God desires, as was revealed to Abraham (3:6).  That is the basis God will use for salvation (3:8). There is NO work of ANY kind that affects that (2:16).  In fact, any attempt to earn salvation, dooms a person (5:2).

It was being said that the Gospel fulfills the Torah but does not replace it.  NO!  For believers the Gospel replaces Law (2:19).

It is certainly better for Jews to be circumcised (5:11), and to have the nursemaid Torah (3:24), rather then pagan idolatry (4:8)  and immorality.  But law is NOT for believers.  If a person could earn ‘salvation points’ by doing works, then Faith is not God’s standard.  But Faith is God’s standard, and therefore works cannot earn salvation (2:21).

Paul was accused of trying to make salvation too easy, so that people would make him feel important (1:10).  ‘Salvation is too easy’, they said, ‘if people only have to trust in God.  They need to obey The Law in order to be considered righteous.’

But Paul tells them that there is only ONE Gospel (1:6-7).  One is saved through faith.  DO NOT let others add another layer to the one true Gospel (5:1).  A follower of Christ can not be saved by any works (2:16).

The Christian lifestyle is a gift of the Holy Spirit (5:24-25).  It is the gift of freedom from law (5:13).  Christ delivered believers from the curse of law (3:10)(which affects those who fail to fulfill the law (5:19-21)).  But freedom is not the right to do whatever one wants [that is a child’s understanding](5:13).  Rather, the Holy Spirit gives God’s love (5:14) to be shared with one’s new family (6:10) and does not restrict the good we want to do (5:22-23).
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